
CHAPTER 9. - SANITARY SEWER MAINTENANCE CONTROL AND OPERATION 

 

Sec. 6-9.01. - Scope. 

The provisions of this chapter shall govern the maintenance and control and operation of sewer laterals. 
The provisions of this chapter shall supplement State laws and shall be read in coordination with other 
applicable provisions of this Code applicable to this subject matter. 

 

(§ 2, Ord. 26-C.S., eff. July 28, 1971) 

 

Sec. 6-9.02. - Side sewer maintenance. 

(a)The owner or person in possession of property connected to a main sewer of the City shall be 
responsible for the side sewer, from the structure to the main line if no clean-out exists, up-to-grade, 
within two (2′) feet of the property line and visible at all times. The clean-out and riser shall be 
constructed in accordance with the provisions of the Plumbing Code of the City. 

The owner or person in possession of property shall be responsible for determining the location of such 
stoppage or damage prior to notifying the City. If the stoppage or damage is not in fact between the 
clean-out and the main line, the owner or person in possession shall be liable for the expenses incurred 
by the City. 

 

(b)The City, subject to compliance with the provisions of subsection (a) of this section by the property 
owner or the person in possession of the property, shall be responsible for the proper maintenance and 
repair of the side sewer connecting such premises beginning at the property line. 

(§ 2, Ord. 26-C.S., eff. July 18, 1971) 

CHAPTER 10. - REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF THE CITY SEWER SYSTEM 

Article 1. - Definitions 

 

Sec. 6-10.101. - Scope. 

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms in this chapter shall be as 
defined in this article. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.102. - BOD (biochemical oxygen demand). 



"BOD (biochemical oxygen demand)" shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical 
oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures in five (5) days at twenty (20) degrees 
Centigrade expressed in milligrams per liter. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.103. - Building drain. 

"Building drain" shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system which receives 
the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building and conveys it 
to the building sewer. The building drain ends where it connects to the building sewer two (2') feet 
outside the building wall. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.104. - Building sewer. 

"Building sewer" shall mean the extension from the building drain to the public sewer or other place of 
disposal. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.105. - Council. 

"Council" shall mean the City Council of the City of Pacifica. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.106. - Combined sewer. 

"Combined sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving both surface runoff and industrial wastes. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.107. - Director. 



"Director" shall mean the Director of Community Development and Services of the City or his authorized 
deputy, agent, or representative. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.108. - Dwelling unit. 

"Dwelling unit" shall mean each single-family house, each apartment, or each living quarters having its 
own separate kitchen facility. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.109. - Garbage. 

"Garbage" shall mean putrescible solid waste from the domestic and partial preparation, cooking, and 
dispensing of food and from the handling, storage, and sale of produce. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.110. - Industrial waste. 

"Industrial waste" shall mean the water-carried putrescible waste from industrial manufacturing or 
industrial processing as distinct from sanitary sewage. It shall include the trade wastes produced by, but 
not limited to, food-processing and bottling plants, food-manufacturing plants, slaughtering plants, 
tallow works, plating works, disposal services, industrial cleaning plants, fertilizer plants, car and truck 
washes, laundries, cleaning establishments, agricultural sprayers, cooling plants, industrial plants, or 
factories and chemical treatment installations. It shall not include sanitary sewage, such as might be 
discharged from residences, hotels, or restaurants, or from business establishments or premises solely 
engaged in the sale, storage, or repair of goods, wares, or merchandise, nor shall it include water of a 
quality acceptable for discharge to the storm drainage system. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.111. - Industrial waste sewer. 

"Industrial waste sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving industrial waste only. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec 6-10.112. - Natural outlet. 

"Natural outlet" shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface or 
ground water. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.113. - Person. 

"Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, or group. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.114. - pH. 

"pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of 
solution. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.115. - Premises. 

"Premises" shall mean all the parcels of land included by the County Assessor in a single Assessor's 
parcel number. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.116. - Properly shredded garbage. 

"Properly shredded garbage" shall mean the wastes from the preparation, cooking, and dispensing of 
foods that have been shredded to such degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow 
conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than one-half (½) inch in any 
dimension. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.117. - Public sewer. 

"Public sewer" shall mean a sewer in publicly-owned land or easements and controlled by the City. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.118. - Sanitary sewage. 

"Sanitary sewage" shall mean the water-carried putrescible wastes from residences, hotels, restaurants, 
or eating houses, or from business establishments or premises engaged solely in the sale, storage, or 
repair of goods, wares, or merchandise, and which contains garbage, human wastes, or animal wastes. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.119. - Sanitary sewer. 

"Sanitary sewer" shall mean a sewer which carries sanitary sewage and to which storm surface and 
ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.120. - Sewage. 

"Sewage" shall mean a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings, 
institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground surface and storm waters as may 
be present. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.121. - Sewage treatment plant. 

"Sewage treatment plant" shall mean any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating 
sewage. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.122. - Sewage works. 

"Sewage works" shall mean all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating, and disposing of sewage. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.123. - Sewer. 

"Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.124. - Shall and may. 

"Shall" shall be mandatory. "May" shall be permissive. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.125. - Slug. 

"Slug" shall mean any discharge of water, sewage, or industrial waste which, in concentration of any 
given constituent or in quantity of flows, exceeds for any period of duration longer than fifteen (15) 
minutes more than five (5) times the average twenty-four (24) hour concentration or flows during 
normal operations. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.126. - Special sewer. 

"Special sewer" shall mean any sewer or storm drain constructed under the authority of the City, the 
cost of which was not directly assessed to or borne by the abutting property and which has been or may 
hereafter be designated as a special sewer by resolution of the Council 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.127. - Special sewer fee. 

"Special sewer fee" shall mean a fee established by resolution of the Council to be paid by any person 
upon the issuance of a permit to connect to a special sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.128. - Storm drain. 

"Storm drain" (sometimes termed a storm sewer) shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface 
waters and drainage but which excludes sewage and industrial wastes other than uncontaminated 
cooling water. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.129. - Suspended solid. 

"Suspended solid" shall mean a solid that either floats on the surface of, or is in suspension in, water, 
sewage, or other liquids and which is removable by laboratory filtering. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.130. - Watercourse. 

"Watercourse" shall mean the channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or 
intermittently. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 2. - Use of Public Sewers Required 

 

Sec. 6-10.201. - Unsanitary disposal of wastes prohibited. 



It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner 
on public or private property within the City or in any area under the jurisdiction of the City any human 
or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable waste. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.202. - Disposal of sewage to natural outlets prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the City or in any area under the jurisdiction 
of the City any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable treatment has been provided in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.203. - Septic tanks, cesspools, privies, and the like. 

Except as provided in the Plumbing Code of the City currently in effect, it shall be unlawful to construct 
or maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the 
disposal of sewage. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.204. - Plumbing Code applicable to private sewage systems. 

All private sewage disposal systems shall conform with the provisions of the Plumbing Code of the City 
currently in effect. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 3. - Building Sewers and Connections 

 

Sec. 6-10.301. - Permits for sewer connections required. 

No person, except City employees or contractors directly employed by the City who are authorized to do 
so by the Director, shall uncover, make any connection with or opening into, use, alter, or disturb any 
public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the Director. A 



building sewer permit shall be obtained before installing a building sewer or connecting one to the 
public sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.302. - Application forms for sewer permits. 

The owner or his agent shall make an application for a building sewer permit on a form furnished by the 
City. Such form may be combined with forms for other permits required by the City. The permit 
application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other information considered 
pertinent in the judgment of the Director. The approval of the application shall be contingent upon the 
payment of the connection fees to the City. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.303. - Owners responsible for costs. 

All costs and expenses incident to the installation, connection, and maintenance of the building sewer 
shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the City from any loss or damage that may 
directly indirectly be occasioned by the installation or use of the building sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.304. - Building sewers required for each lot. 

A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every lot, except that the joint use of 
building sewers may be permitted at the discretion of the Director for developments, such as 
condominiums, where provisions have been made for joint maintenance by all owners served or as 
excepted by resolution of the Council. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.305. - Existing building sewers. 

Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are found on 
examination and test by the Director to meet all the requirements of this chapter and the Plumbing 
Code of the City currently in effect. 



 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.306. - Applicable construction Codes for building sewers. 

The size, slope, alignment, and materials of construction of a building sewer and the methods to be used 
in excavating, placing the pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling of the trench shall all conform to the 
requirements of the Plumbing Code and Standards of the City currently in effect at the time of 
installation. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.307. - Building sewer elevations. 

Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation below the 
basement floor. In all buildings in which any building drain is less than thirty (30″) inches higher than the 
invert of the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted by an approved 
means and discharged to the building sewer, or the building drain shall include a check valve maintained 
by the owner. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.308. - Surface runoffs prohibited in sewers. 

No person shall make connections of roof down spouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or 
other sources of surface runoff or ground water to a building sewer or building drain which in turn is 
connected directly or indirectly to the public sanitary sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.309. - Applicable construction Codes for sewer connections. 

The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall conform to the requirements of the 
Building and Plumbing Codes and Standards of the City currently in effect. All such connections shall be 
made watertight. Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials shall be approved by the 
Director before installation. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.310. - Inspections of building sewer construction. 

The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the Director when the building sewer is ready for 
inspection and connection to the public sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.311. - Protective devices required. 

All excavations for building sewer installations shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so 
as to assume responsibility for any public liability or property damage which may result from the work. 
Streets, sidewalks, parkways, or other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be 
restored in accordance with the OSHA Standards currently in effect. Permits for building sewers shall 
also be considered as encroachment permits as required by other provisions of this Code. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 4. - Use of the Public Sewers 

 

Sec. 6-10.401. - Clear water prohibited from sanitary sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, ground water, roof 
runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaininated cooling water, or uncontaminated industrial process water 
to any sanitary sewer. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.402. - Storm water disposal. 

Storm water and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are specifically 
designated storm sewers or to a natural outlet approved by the Director. Industrial cooling water or 
uncontaminated process water may be discharged on the approval of the Director to a storm sewer or 
natural outlet. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.403. - Materials prohibited in sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described waters or wastes to 
any public sewer: 

 

(a)Any gasoline, benzene, naptha, fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid, or gas;(b)Any 
waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity (either 
singly or by interaction with other wastes) to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, 
constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving 
waters of the sewage treatment plant, including, but not limited to, cyanides in excess of two (2) mg/l as 
CN in the wastes as discharged to the public sewer;(c)Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than five 
and five-tenths (5.5) or having any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to the 
structures, equipment, or personnel of the sewage works; and(d)Solid or viscous substances in 
quantities or of such size capable of causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or other interference with 
the proper operation of the sewage works, such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, 
shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch 
manure, hair and fleshings, entrails, and whole or ground paper, dishes, cups, milk containers, and the 
like. 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.404. - Materials the Director may prohibit in sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into any sewer the following described substances, 
materials, waters, or wastes if it appears likely, in the opinion of the Director, that such wastes can harm 
either the sewers, sewage treatment plant process, or equipment, have an adverse effect on the 
receiving stream, or otherwise endanger life, limb, or public property or constitute a nuisance. In 
forming his opinion as to the acceptability of such wastes, the Director will give consideration to such 
factors as the quantities of subject wastes in relation to the flows and velocities in the sewers, materials 
of construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage 
treatment plant, degree of treatability of wastes in the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent 
factors. The substances prohibited are: 

 

(a)Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit (65 degrees 
Centigrade);(b)Any water or waste containing fat, wax, grease, or oil, whether emulsified or not, in 
excess of 100 mg/l or containing substances which may solidify or become viscous at temperatures 
between thirty-two (32) degrees and 150 degrees Fahrenheit (0 and 65 degrees Centigrade);(c)Any 
garbage that has not been properly shredded. The installation and operation of any garbage grinder 
equipped with a motor of ¾ HP (0.76 HP metric) or greater shall be subject to the review and approval 



of the Director;(d)Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, iron picking wastes, or concentrated 
plating solutions, whether neutralized or not;(e)Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, 
copper, zinc, and similar objectionable or toxic substances, or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine 
requirement, to such degree that any such material received in the composite sewage at the sewage 
treatment works exceeds the limits established by the Director for such materials;(f)Any waters or 
wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor-producing substances, in such concentrations 
exceeding limits which may be established by the Director as necessary, after treatment of the compost 
sewage, to meet the requirements of the State, Federal, or other public agencies of jurisdiction of such 
discharge to the receiving waters;(g)Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration 
as may exceed the limits established by the Director in compliance with applicable State or Federal 
regulations;(h)Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of nine and five-tenths (9.5);(i)Materials 
which exert or cause:(1)Unusual concentrations of suspended solids (such as, but not limited to, Fullers 
earth, lime slurries, and lime residues and organic materials) or of dissolved solids (such as, but not 
limited to, starch, sugar, sodium chloride, and sodium sulfate);(2)Excessive discoloration (such as, but 
not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions);(3)Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand, 
or chlorine requirements in such quantities as to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment 
works; and(4)Unusual volumes of flow or concentrations of wastes constituting slugs; and(j)Waters or 
wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage 
treatment processes employed or which are amenable to treatment only to such degree that the 
sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction 
over the discharge to the receiving waters. 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.405. - Action resulting from deposits of deleterious wastes. 

If any waters or wastes are discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which 
waters contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated in Section 6-10.404 of this 
article, and which, in the judgment of the Director, may have a deleterious effect upon the sewage 
works, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to life or 
constitute a public nuisance, the Director may: 

 

(a)Reject the wastes;(b)Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public 
sewers;(c)Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge; and(d)Require a payment to cover 
the added cost of handling and treating the wastes not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges under 
any other provision of this chapter. 

If the Director permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design and installation of 
the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review, inspection, and approval of the Director and to 
the requirements of all applicable codes, ordinances, and laws. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 



 

Sec. 6-10.406. - Grease traps required. 

Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the Director, they are 
necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excess amounts, or any 
flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients, except that such interceptors shall not be 
required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity 
approved by the Director and shall be located so as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and 
inspection. Failure by the owner to properly clean and maintain such interceptors shall be considered 
sufficient cause for the disconnection of the premises from the public sewer or punitive action as 
provided for in this chapter. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.407. - Pretreatment facilities maintained by owners. 

Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they 
shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his expense. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.408. - Industrial waste measuring devices required. 

The owner of any premises serviced by a building sewer carrying over 10,000 gallons per day of 
industrial waste may be required by the Director to install a suitable device for continuously recording 
the flow discharged to the City's sewer, together with a suitable control man- hole to facilitate the 
observation and sampling of the waste. Such manholes and measuring devices, when required, shall be 
accessible and safely located and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the 
Director. They shall be of such design and construction as to prevent infiltration by ground and surface 
waters or the introduction of slugs of solids to the sewer. The installation of screens with maximum 
openings of one inch, but of sufficient fineness to prevent the entrance of objectionable slugs of solids 
to the sewer, may be required. The facilities shall be so maintained by the person discharging industrial 
waste that any authorized representative or employee of the City may readily and safely measure the 
volume or obtain samples of the flow at all times. The manhole and the measuring device shall be 
installed by the applicant, at his expense, for all existing facilities or before discharging wastes for all 
premises not connected. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 



Sec. 6-10.409. - Testing and sampling procedures. 

All measurements, tests, and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is 
made in this chapter shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of "Standard Methods for 
the Examination of Water and Wastewater," published by the American Public Health Association, and 
shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken at said control 
manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be 
considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the 
building sewer is connected. Sampling shall be carried out by customarily-accepted methods to reflect 
the effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb 
and property. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.410. - Special arrangements for unusual strength sewage. 

No statement contained in this article shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or 
arrangement between the City and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual 
strength or character may be accepted by the City for treatment, subject to payment by the industrial 
concern of agreed additional charges. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 5. - Connections Outside the City 

 

Sec. 6-10.501. - Approval required. 

No sanitary sewer connection permit shall be issued after September 13, 1976, to serve any property 
located outside the corporate limits of the City, except with the specific approval of the Council. Such 
connections shall be authorized by resolution and shall be subject to such terms, conditions, and fees as 
the Council finds necessary or appropriate. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 6. - Protection from Damages 

 

Sec. 6-10.601. - Prosecutions for damages to system. 



No unauthorized person shall maliciously, wilfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, 
deface, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is part of the sewage works. 
Any person violating this provision shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 7. - Powers and Authority of Inspectors 

 

Sec. 6-10.701. - Inspections of premises. 

The Director and other duly authorized employees of the City bearing proper credentials and 
identification shall be permitted to enter all properties for the purposes of inspection, observation, 
measurement, sampling, and testing in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.702. - Observance of safety rules. 

While performing the necessary work on private property as set forth in Section 6-10.701 of this article, 
the Director and duly authorized employees of the City shall observe all safety rules applicable to the 
premises established by the company, and the company shall be held harmless for injury or death to the 
City employees, and the City shall indemnify the company against loss or damage to its property by City 
employees and against liability claims and demands for personal injury or property damage asserted 
against the company and growing out of the gauging and sampling operation, except as such may be 
caused by negligence or failure of the company to maintain safe conditions as required in this chapter. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Sec. 6-10.703. - Credentials of City representatives. 

The Director and other duly authorized employees of the City bearing proper credentials and 
identification shall be permitted all private properties through which the City holds a duly negotiated 
easement for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, 
repair, and maintenance of any portion of the sewage works lying within such easement. All entries and 
subsequent work, if any, on such easements shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the duly 
negotiated easement pertaining to the private property involved. 

 



(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

 

Article 8. - Enforcement and Remedies[2] 

 

Footnotes: 

--- (2) --- 

Editor's note— Ord. 784 C.S., § 2(Exh. B), effective December 28, 2011, amended Art. 8 in its entirety to 
read as set out herein. Former Art. 8, §§ 6-10.801—6-10.803, pertained to violations; penalties and 
derived from § 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976. 

 

 

Sec. 6-10.801. - Director's orders. 

The Director may adopt procedures and rules for the implementation and administration of this chapter. 
The Director shall enforce the provisions of this chapter, including requirements established or permits 
issued hereunder, as provided herein. 

 

(a)Requiring submittal of schedule of remedial or preventive measures. When the Director finds that a 
discharge of sewage is taking place or threatening to take place that violates or will violate this chapter 
or the provisions of a permit issued hereunder, the Director may require the person responsible for the 
discharge or threatened discharge to submit for approval of the Director, with such modifications as he 
deems necessary, a detailed time schedule of specific actions the person will take in order to correct or 
prevent a violation of this chapter or the permit.(b)Issuance of cease and desist orders. When the 
Director finds that a discharge of sewage is taking place or threatening to take place that violates or will 
violate this chapter or the provisions of a permit issued hereunder, the Director may issue an order to 
cease and desist and direct that those persons not complying with such prohibitions, limits, 
requirements, or provisions (1) comply forthwith, (2) comply in accordance with a time schedule set by 
the Director, or (3) take appropriate remedial or preventative action.(c)Damage to facilities. When the 
discharge of sewage causes an obstruction, damage, or other impairment to any sewage works, the 
Director may recover costs from the person responsible for the obstruction, damage or impairment to 
correct the problem.(d)Termination of service. The City may terminate or cause to be terminated 
sewage service to any premises if a violation of any provision of this chapter is found to exist. This 
provision is in addition to other statutes, rules, or regulations authorizing termination of service for 
delinquency in payment, or for any other reason.(e)Appeal procedures. Any person affected by any 
decision, action, or determination, including cease and desist orders, made by the Director pursuant to 
this section in interpreting or implementing the provisions of this chapter, or any permit issued 
hereunder, may file with the Director a written request for reconsideration within ten (10) days of such 
decision, action, or determination, setting forth in detail the facts supporting the request. The Director 
may elect to hold a hearing on the request. The request for reconsideration shall be acted upon by the 



Director within ten (10) days from the date of filing or the close of the reconsideration hearing. The 
decision, action, or determination shall remain in effect during such period of review by the Director. If 
the ruling made by the Director is unsatisfactory to the person requesting reconsideration, he may, 
within thirty (30) days after notice of the action by the Director, file a written appeal to the City 
Manager. The written appeal shall state all pertinent aspects of the matter and shall include the hearing 
record if one was requested. Within thirty (30) days after the written appeal is received, the City 
Manager shall hold a hearing after due notice to the appellant. The City Manager may establish rules 
and regulations governing the hearings of such appeals. The City Manager shall make a final ruling on 
the appeal within ten (10) days after close of the hearing. The decision, action, or determination shall 
remain in effect during such period of review by the City Manager. If the decision of the City Manager is 
unsatisfactory to the person appealing, he may file a written appeal to the City Council within thirty (30) 
days after receipt of the decision. The City Council may hear the appeal or refer the matter to a neutral 
hearing officer for an advisory opinion. The City Council shall make a final ruling on the appeal within ten 
(10) days of the close of the hearing or receipt of the advisory opinion. The decision, action, or 
determination shall remain in effect during such period of review by the City Council. The Director may 
adopt rules and regulations to implement the provisions of this section. 

(§ 2(Exh. B), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-10.802. - Director's enforcement remedies and penalties. 

The Director may impose penalties, up to specified maximums, against any person who violates the 
provisions of this chapter. For purposes of this section of the chapter, the Director or his/her designee 
shall be the hearing officer. 

 

(a)Issuance of complaints.(1)The Director may issue a complaint to any person on whom civil liability 
may be imposed pursuant to this article. The complaint shall allege the act or failure to act that 
constitutes a violation of law, the provision of law authorizing civil liability to be imposed pursuant to 
this article, and the proposed civil liability.(2)The complaint shall be served by personal notice or 
certified mail on the person, and shall inform the party served that a hearing shall be conducted within 
sixty (60) days after the party has been served unless the person who has been issued the complaint 
waives the right to a hearing in writing within ten (10) days of the issuance of the complaint.(b)Civil 
liability penalties. Civil liability may be imposed by the Director as follows:(1)In an amount which does 
not exceed Five Thousand and no/100 ($5,000.00) Dollars for each day of intentionally or negligently 
discharging hazardous waste, as defined in Section 25117 of the Health and Safety Code.(2)In an amount 
which does not exceed Ten and no/100 ($10.00) Dollars per gallon for discharges in violation of any of 
the City's cease and desist or other orders, or prohibitions issued, reissued, or adopted by the 
City.(3)Unless appealed, orders setting administrative civil liability shall become effective and final upon 
issuance thereof, and payment shall be made within thirty (30) days.(c)Appeal.(1)A person dissatisfied 
with the decision of the Director may appeal in writing to the City Manager within thirty (30) days of 
notice of the Director's decision. A person dissatisfied with the decision of the City Manager may appeal 
in writing to the City Council within thirty (30) days of notice of the City Manager's decision.(2)Any party 
aggrieved by a final order issued by the City Council may obtain review of the order of the Council in the 



superior court by filing in the court a petition for writ of mandate within thirty (30) days following the 
issuance of the order by the Council. 

(§ 2(Exh. B), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-10.803. - Criminal penalties. 

(a)Any person who intentionally discharges any material into any sewer in violation of any order issued 
by the Director, City Manager or City Council, or in violation of Article 4 of this chapter, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and may be subject to criminal penalties of not more than One Thousand and no/100 
($1,000.00) Dollars per day for each such violation.(b)Any person who knowingly makes any false 
statement or representation in any record, report, plan, or other document filed with the City, or who 
falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required by 
the City, shall be punished by a fine of not more than Twenty-Five Thousand and no/100 ($25,000.00) 
Dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both. 

(§ 2(Exh. B), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-10.804. - Civil enforcement remedies and penalties. 

The City may pursue any of the alternative civil remedies herein against any discharger who violates the 
provisions of this chapter. 

 

(a)Civil enforcement penalties.(1)Any person who fails to comply with any order issued by the City shall 
be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed Ten Thousand and no/100 ($10,000.00) Dollars for each day in 
which the violation occurs.(2)Any person who intentionally or negligently violates any order issued by 
the City for violation of rules regulating or prohibiting discharge of sewage which causes or threatens to 
cause a condition of contamination, pollution or nuisance may be liable civilly in a sum not to exceed 
Twenty-Five Thousand and no/100 ($25,000.00) Dollars for each day in which the violation occurs. 

The attorney of the City, upon request of the City Council, shall petition the Superior Court to impose, 
assess, and recover such sums. 

 

(b)Injunction. Whenever a discharge of sewage is in violation of the provisions of this chapter or 
otherwise causes or threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution, or nuisance, or 
whenever non-discharge violations occur including failure to allow the City's inspectors access to an 
premises, the City may petition the Superior Court for the issuance of a preliminary or permanent 
injunction, or both, as may be appropriate, restraining the continuance of such violations. 

(§ 2(Exh. B), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 



Article 9. - Validity 

 

Sec. 6-10.901. - Validity. 

The validity of any section, clause, sentence, or provision of this chapter shall not affect the validity of 
any other part of this chapter which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts. 

 

(§ 1, Ord. 181-C.S., eff. September 13, 1976) 

CHAPTER 11. - SEWER CONNECTION CHARGES 

Article 1. - Sewer Connection Charges 

 

Sec. 6-11.101. - Definitions. 

For the purposes of this article, unless otherwise apparent from the context, certain words and phrases 
used in this article are defined as follows: 

 

(a)"Commercial unit" shall mean twelve (12) unit fixtures, or any part thereof, as set forth in the 
Uniform Plumbing Code,(b)"Main trunk, interceptor, and outfall sewers" shall mean those sewer lines 
where a size larger than six (6") inches in diameter, using available slopes, is required to handle the total 
ultimate flow for the area. 

(§ 2 Ord. 5, as amended by §§ 1 and 3, Ord. 374, as renumbered by § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 8, 
1984) 

 

Sec. 6-11.102. - Sewer connection charges. 

The following charges are hereby established for the connection of the plumbing of any building or 
structure to the sanitary sewer system of the City: 

 

(a)Residential schedule in the original City limits:(1)Six Hundred and no/100ths ($600.00) Dollars for 
each single-family, townhouse, and condominium dwelling unit;(2)Four Hundred Sixty and no/100ths 
($460.00) Dollars for each multiple-family dwelling unit; and(3)Three hundred and no/100ths ($300.00) 
Dollars for each second residential unit;(b)Commercial schedule in the original City limits:(1)Six Hundred 
and no/100ths ($600.00) Dollars per unit for commercial units not discharging industrial waste; and(2)A 
charge based on the biochemical oxygen demand removal requirements, gallonage of flow, or a 
combination thereof, for commercial and industrial units discharging industrial waste;(c)Areas 
annexed:(1)For areas annexed between November 23, 1957 and December 31, 1960, subject to the 
City's then existing bonded indebtedness for sewer purposes:(i)Eight Hundred Thirty and no/100ths 



($830.00) Dollars for each single-family, townhouse, and condominium dwelling unit;(ii)Six Hundred 
Thirty and no/100ths ($630.00) Dollars for each multiple dwelling unit;(iii)Four Hundred Fifteen and 
no/100ths ($415.00) Dollars for each second residential unit; and(iv)A charge as set forth in subsection 
(b) of this section for commercial and industrial units; and(2)For areas annexed after December 31, 
1960, subject to the City's then existing bonded indebtedness for sewer purposes:(i)One Thousand Two 
Hundred Sixty and no/100ths ($1,260.00) Dollars for each single-family, townhouse, and condominium 
dwelling unit;(ii)Eight Hundred Eighty and no/100ths ($880.00) Dollars for each multiple dwelling 
unit;(iii)Six Hundred Thirty and no/100ths ($630.00) Dollars for each second residential unit; and(iv)A 
charge as set forth in subsection (b) of this section for commercial and industrial units;(d)A charge for 
schools based on the following formula: 

Number of Students     × School Hours     ×     5 (School Days) × 600.00* 

Number of persons 

 per average family 24 hours/day 

7 (days of week) 

  

 

* Residential unit charge 

 

(e)A charge for the Commercial Recreation District (C-R), as set forth in Section 9-4.1501 of Article 15 of 
Chapter 4 of Title 9 of this Code, for the connection of the plumbing of any building or structure to the 
sanitary sewer system of the City equivalent to one-half (½) the fees set forth, in subsections (a), (b), (c), 
and (d) of this section. 

To provide for construction cost increases due to inflation, on July 1 of each year, beginning September 
1, 1984, the fee shall be increased on the basis of the Construction Cost Index (CCI) in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, published in the issue of the Engineering News Record (ENR) by McGraw-Hill Publication 
Company. 

 

(§ 2, Ord. 5, as amended by § 1, Ord. 374, § 2, Ord. 128-C.S., eff. September 25, 1974, § 1, Ord. 188-C.S., 
eff. December 22, 1976, § 1, Ord. 265-C.S., eff. October 11, 1979, and § 2, Ord. 385-C.S., eff. February 8, 
1984, as renumbered by § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 28, 1984) 

 

Sec. 6-11.103. - Sewer connection charges to provide funds for sewage facilities, main trunk, interceptor, 
outfall sewers, acquisition, construction or reconstruction of sanitation or sewage facilities. 

In addition to the charges set forth in Section 6-11.102 of this article, the following charges are hereby 
established for the connection of the plumbing system of any building or structure to the sanitary 



system of the City for the purpose of providing funds for sewage facilities, main trunk interceptor, and 
outfall sewers, and the acquisition, construction or reconstruction of sanitation or sewage facilities: 

 

(a)Four Hundred Fifty and no/100ths ($450.00) Dollars for each residential, multiple, and/or commercial 
unit but not less than Nine Hundred and no/100ths ($900.00) Dollars per acre of residential, multiple, 
and/or commercial property;(b)A charge based on the estimated rate of flow expressed in terms of 
equivalent units for commercial, manufacturing, and industrial connections; and(c)A charge for the 
Commercial Recreation District (C-R), as set forth in Section 9-4.1501 of Article 15 of Chapter 4 of Title 9 
of this Code, for the connection of the plumbing of any building or structure to the sanitary sewer 
system of the City equivalent to one-half (½) the fees set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 

To provide for construction cost increases due to inflation, on July 1 of each year, beginning September 
1, 1984, the fee shall be increased on the basis of the Construction Cost Index (CCI) in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, published in the issue of the Engineering News Record (ENR) by McGraw-Hill Publication 
Company. 

 

(§ 2, Ord. 374, as amended by § 3, Ord. 128-C.S., eff. September 25, 1974, § 2, Ord. 188-C.S., eff. 
December 22, 1976, § 2, Ord. 265-C.S., eff. October 11, 1979, and § 2, Ord. 385-C.S., eff. February 8, 
1984, as renumbered by § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 28, 1984, as amended by § 3, Ord. 549-C.S., eff. 
March 28, 1990, and § 1, Ord. 609-C.S., eff. Octobert 13, 1993) 

 

Sec. 6-11.104. - Inflow/infiltration charges to provide funds for eliminating an equivalent volume of 
inflow and infiltration as the wastewater flow contributed to the collection system. 

In addtion to the charges set forth in Sections 6-11.102 and 6-11.103 of this article, the following 
charges are hereby established for the connection of the plumbing system of any building or structure to 
the sanitary system of the City for the purpose of providing funds for eliminating an equivalent volume 
of inflow and infiltration as the wastewater flow contributed to the collection system: 

 

(a)Three Hundred Thirty and no/100ths ($330.00) Dollars for each residential, multiple, and/or 
commercial unit, but not less than Seven Hundred and no/100ths ($700.00) Dollars per acre of 
residential, multiple, and/or commercial property;(b)One Hundred Sixty-Five and no/100ths ($165.00) 
Dollars for each second residential unit;(c)A charge based on the estimated rate of flow expressed in 
terms of equivalent units for commercial, manufacturing, and industrial connections; and(d)A charge for 
the Commercial Recreation District (C-R), as set forth in Section 9-1.1501 of Article 15 of Chapter 4 of 
Title 9 of this Code, for the connection of the plumbing of any building or structure to the sanitary sewer 
system of the City equivalent to one-half (½) the fees set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 

To provide for construction cost increases due to inflation, on July 1 of each year, beginning September 
1, 1984, the fee shall be increased on the basis of the Construction Cost Index (CCI) in the San Francisco 



Bay Area, published in the issue of the Engineering News Record (ENR) by McGraw-Hill Publication 
Company. 

 

(§ II, Ord. 379-C.S., eff. December 14, 1983, as amended by § 2, Ord. 385-C.S., eff. February 8, 1984, as 
renumbered by § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 28, 1984) 

 

Sec. 6-11.105. - Sewer connection charges: Time of payment for proposed structures. 

The sewer connection charges set forth in this article shall be payable at or before the time a building 
permit is issued by the City for the construction of a proposed building or structure. 

 

(§ 2-A, Ord. 5, as added by § 1, Ord. 77, as renumbered by § I, Ord. 379-C.S., eff. December 14, 1983, 
and § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 28, 1984) 

 

Sec. 6-11.106. - Credit for installations of larger than required lines. 

Where a developer installs main trunk, interceptor, and outfall sewer lines larger than required for his 
development, he shall be allowed a credit based on the difference between a line six (6″) inches in 
diameter and the greater size of a line required by the City Engineer at unit prices established by City for 
the cost of the installation of such lines for subdivision bond purposes. When such credit exceeds the 
amount due for main trunk, interceptor, and outfall sewer line fees, the City, at its option, may either 
pay the developer in cash for the difference or agree to reimburse the developer from future main 
trunk, interceptor, and outfall sewer fees collected for attaching to the installed main trunk, interceptor, 
and outfall sewers as they are connected. 

 

(§ 4, Ord. 374, as renumbered by § I, Ord. 379-C.S., eff. December 14, 1983, and § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. 
March 28, 1984) 

 

Sec. 6-11.107. - Benefit areas. 

When, in order to serve a development, it is necessary that a six (6″) inch or eight (8″) inch sewer line be 
placed outside the boundaries of the development, and where such six (6″) inch or eight (8″) inch sewer 
line shall serve other properties, a benefit area shall be delineated of the properties which may be 
served from such sewer line, and the City shall require a payment as a condition to connecting to such 
sewer line, which payment shall be the cost of the installation outside the development, multiplied by a 
fraction, the numerator of which shall be the front footage of the parcel connecting to such line, and the 
denominator of which shall be the total front footage of the area benefitted by such six (6″) inch or eight 
(8″) inch sewer line. 



 

(§ 5, Ord. 374, as renumbered by § I, Ord. 379-C.S., eff. December 14, 1983, and § 2, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. 
March 28, 1984) 

 

Article 2. - Sewer Service and Connection Charges* 

* The title of Article 2, formerly entitled "Sewer Service Charges Fund", amended by Section 3, 
Ordinance No. 395-C.S., effective March 28, 1984. 

 

 

Sec 6-11.201. - Expenditures. 

Revenues derived pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 6, 8, and 11 of this title shall be used only for 
the acquisition, construction or reconstruction, maintenance, and operation of sanitation or sewerage 
facilities of the City, to repay principal and interest on bonds issued for the construction of such sanitary 
or sewerage facilities, and to repay Federal, State, County, or other loans or advances made to the City 
for the construction or reconstruction of sanitary or sewerage facilities; provided, however, such 
revenues shall not be used for the acquisition or construction of new local street sewers or laterals, as 
distinguished from main trunk, interceptor, and outfall sewers; and further provided that revenues 
derived from Chapter 11 fees shall not be used for operation and maintenance of said facilities. 

 

(§ 3.18, Ord. 423, as amended by § 2, Ord. 28-C.S., eff. June 28, 1971, as renumbered and amended by § 
3, Ord. 395-C.S., eff. March 28, 1984, as amended by § 4, Ord. 549-C.S., eff. March 28, 1990) 

 

Article 3. - Sewer Tapping Charges 

 

Sec. 6-11.301. - Sewer tapping charges. 

In addition to the charges set forth in other sections of this chapter, the following charge is hereby 
established for the sewer tap into the main City sewer for the connection of the plumbing of any 
building or structure to the sanitary sewer system of the City: Two Hundred Five and 50/100ths 
($205.50) Dollars. 

 

To provide for the construction cost increases due to inflation, on July 1 of each year, beginning 
September 1, 1987, the fee shall be adjusted on the basis of the Construction Cost Index (CCI) in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, published in the issue of the Engineering News Record (ENR) by McGraw-Hill 
Publication Company. 



 

(§ 2, Ord. 476-86, eff. December 25, 1986) 

 

Sec. 6-11.302. - Sewer tapping charges: Time of payment for proposed structures. 

The sewer tapping charge set forth in this article shall be payable at or before the time a building permit 
is issued by the City for the construction of a proposed building or structure. 

 

(§ 3, Ord. 476-86, eff. December 25, 1986) 

 

Sec. 6-11.303. - Exceptions. 

Properties for which sewer services have already been extended from the main sanitary sewer line to 
the property line and are judged to be in good operating and structural condition, or where main line 
and service connections are being installed by a contractor for subsequent acceptance by the City, shall 
be exempt from the payment of the charge set forth in this article. 

 

(§ 4, Ord. 476-86, eff. December 25, 1986) 

CHAPTER 13. - WASTEWATER CONTROL 

Article 1. - General 

 

Sec. 6-13.101. - Short title. 

This chapter shall be known as the Pacifica Wastewater Control Ordinance. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.102. - Purpose. 

Wastewater disposal facilities have been constructed for the treatment and disposal of wastewater and 
industrial wastes originating within the City. The purpose of this chapter is to control wastewater to 
provide the maximum public benefit of the wastewater disposal facilities of the City. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 



Sec. 6-13.103. - Definitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of 
terms used shall be as follows: 

 

(a)"Best management practices" (BMPs) shall mean schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to implement the prohibitions listed in 
Section 16-13.202. BMPs also include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to 
control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw materials 
storage.(b)"Business classification code" (BCC) shall mean a classification of dischargers based on the 
1987 Standard Industrial Classification Manual, Office of Management and Budget of the United States 
of America.(c)"Bypass" shall mean the intentional diversion of wastestreams from any portion of a 
discharger's treatment facility.(d)"Categorical industrial user" (CIU) shall mean a discharger subject to a 
categorical pretreatment standard or categorical standard.(e)"Categorical pretreatment standards" shall 
mean any regulations containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with 
Section 307(b) and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1317) and that apply to a specific category of industrial user 
and which appear in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR) Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 
405-471.(f)"Chemical oxygen demand, filtered" shall mean the amount of chemical oxygen demand 
passing through a glass filter as measured in conformance with the City's approved method. Chemical 
oxygen demand is the measure of the oxygen equivalent of the organic matter of a sample that is 
susceptible to oxidation by a strong chemical oxidant.(g)"City" shall mean the City of Pacifica, 
California.(h)"City Manager" shall mean the City Manager of the City of Pacifica, California, or his or her 
designated representative.(i)"Community sewer system" shall mean the pipes and conduits for carrying 
wastewater owned and operated by the City that receive wastewater from the side sewer of a 
discharger.(j)"Contamination" shall mean an impairment of the quality of the waters of the State by 
waste to a degree which creates a hazard to the public health through poisoning or through the spread 
of disease. Contamination shall include any equivalent effect resulting from the disposal of wastewater, 
whether or not waters of the State are affected.(k)"Director" shall mean the Director of the City's 
Sanitary Sewer Collection Division, or his or her designated representative.(l)"Discharger" shall mean 
any person who discharges or causes the discharge of wastewater to a community sewer 
system.(m)"Domestic" refers to wastewater originating from residential properties. The term "non-
domestic" refers to wastewater originating from non-residential properties.(n)"Federal Act, Clean Water 
Act, or Act" shall mean the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, PL 92-500, and any amendments 
thereto; as well as any guidelines, limitations, and standards promulgated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency.(o)"General pretreatment regulations" shall mean any regulations promulgated by 
EPA in accordance with Sections 307(b) and (c), and 402(b)(8) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1317) for the 
implementation, administration and enforcement of pretreatment standards.(p)"Indirect discharge" or 
"discharge" shall mean the introduction of pollutants into a POTW from any non-domestic source 
regulated under Section 307(b), (c) or (d) of the Clean Water Act.(q)"Industrial user" (IU) shall mean a 
source of indirect discharge.(r)"Industrial waste" includes any nondomestic liquid or semisolid wastes 
from any producing, manufacturing, or processing operation of whatever nature.(s)"Interference" shall 
mean a discharge which, alone or in conjunction with discharges from other sources, both:(1)Inhibits or 
disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations, or its sludge processes, use or disposal; 
and(2)Therefore is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the POTW's NPDES permit (including an 



increase in the magnitude or duration of a violation) or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or 
disposal in compliance with the following statutory provisions and regulations or permits issued 
thereunder (or more stringent State or local regulations): Section 405 of the Clean Water Act, the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act (SWDA) (including Title II, more commonly referred to as the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act (RCRA), and including State regulations contained in any State sludge management 
plan prepared pursuant to Subtitle D of the SWDA), the Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, 
and the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act.(t)"Major categorical industrial user" (major 
CIU) shall mean a categorical industrial user that discharges more than five thousand (5,000) gallons per 
day of total categorical wastewater.(u)"Minor categorical industrial user" (minor CIU) shall mean a 
categorical industrial user that discharges between one hundred (100) and five thousand (5,000) gallons 
per day of total categorical wastewater.(v)"National Pretreatment Standard, pretreatment standard, or 
standard" shall mean any regulation containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in 
accordance with Section 307(b) and (c) of the Act, which applies to industrial users. This term includes 
prohibitive discharge limits established pursuant to 40 CFR 403.5.(w)"New source" shall mean any 
building, structure, facility, or installation from which there is or may be a discharge of pollutants, the 
construction of which commenced after the publication of proposed pretreatment standards which will 
be applicable to such source if such standards are thereafter promulgated, provided that:(1)The 
building, structure, facility or installation is constructed at a site at which no other source is located; 
or(2)The building, structure, facility or installation totally replaces the process or production equipment 
that causes the discharge of pollutants at an existing source; or(3)The production or wastewater 
generating processes of the building, structure, facility or installation are substantially independent of 
an existing source at the same site. In determining whether these are substantially independent, factors 
such as the extent to which the new facility is integrated with the existing plant, and the extent to which 
the new facility is engaged in the same general type of activity as the existing source should be 
considered.(x)"Non-significant categorical industrial user" (NSCIU) shall mean a categorical industrial 
user that never discharges more than one hundred (100) gallons per day of total categorical wastewater 
and:(1)Has consistently complied with all applicable categorical pretreatment standards and 
requirements;(2)Submits the certification statement required in 40 CFR 403.12(q); and(3)Never 
discharges any untreated concentrated wastewater.(y)"Nuisance" shall mean a discharge of wastewater 
in violation of City regulations or orders, or which is or could be harmful to or unreasonably affect the 
wastewater disposal facilities of the City, or which impairs or unreasonably affects the operation and 
maintenance of such facilities, or which violates quantity, quality, or flow standards adopted by the City, 
and all wastewater discharges which unreasonably affect the quality of the City's treatment plant 
effluent in such a manner that receiving water quality requirements established by law cannot be met 
by the City.(z)"Order" means a mechanism to control the contribution to the POTW by each discharger 
to ensure compliance with applicable pretreatment standards and requirements and other wastewater 
discharge requirements. Includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharge permits, pollution 
prevention permits, cease and desist orders, administrative or other orders.(aa)"Pass-through" shall 
mean a discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the State in quantities or concentrations which, 
alone or in conjunction with a discharge or discharges from other sources, is a cause of a violation of any 
requirement of the POTW's NPDES permit (including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a 
violation).(bb)"Person" shall mean any individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation, or public 
agency, including the State of California and the United States of America.(cc)"Pollution" shall mean an 
alteration of the quality of the waters of the State by waste to a degree which unreasonably affects (1) 



such waters for beneficial use or (2) facilities which serve such beneficial uses.(dd)"Premises" shall mean 
a parcel of real property, or portion thereof, including any improvements thereon, which is determined 
by the City to be a single unit for purposes of receiving, using, and paying for wastewater disposal 
service. In making this determination, the City shall take into consideration such factors as whether the 
unit could reasonably be subdivided, number and location of side sewers, and whether the unit is being 
used for a single activity and, if not, what is the principal activity for wastewater disposal services, but in 
any case the City determination shall be final.(ee)"Pretreatment requirement" shall mean any 
substantive or procedural pretreatment requirement other than a National pretreatment 
standard.(ff)"Process water" shall mean any water which, during manufacturing or processing, comes 
into direct contact with, or results from the production or use of, any raw material, intermediate 
product, finished product, byproduct, or waste product.(gg)"Publicly-owned treatment works" (POTW) 
shall mean any devices and systems used by the City in the storage, treatment, recycling and 
reclamation of municipal sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature.(hh)"Receiving water quality 
requirements" shall mean requirements for City's treatment plant effluent established by law or by 
State or Federal regulatory agencies for the protection of receiving water quality. "Requirements" shall 
include effluent limitations, and waste discharge standards, requirements, limitations, or prohibitions 
which may be established or adopted from time to time by State or Federal laws or regulatory 
agencies.(ii)"Representative data" shall mean data obtained through analysis of representative samples 
using approved analytical methods and procedures.(jj)"Representative sample" shall mean samples of 
discharges that are obtained using approved sampling methods, that are representative of the quantity 
and quality of the discharge, and the conditions occurring during the time the discharge was sampled or 
measured.(kk)"Severe property damage" shall mean substantial physical damage to property, damage 
to the treatment facilities which causes them to become inoperable, or substantial and permanent loss 
of natural resources which can reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of a bypass. Severe 
property damage does not mean economic loss caused by delays in production.(ll)"Sewage" shall mean 
the water-borne wastes derived from human habitation and use of buildings for residential, business, 
commercial, institutional, and industrial purposes.(mm)"Side sewer" shall mean a sewer conveying the 
wastewater of a discharger from a residence, building, or other structure to a community sewer, 
including direct connections to a community sewer where permitted by the public 
agency.(nn)"Significant industrial user" [shall mean]:(1)A user subject to categorical pretreatment 
standards; or(2)A user that:a.Discharges an average of twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per day or 
more of process wastewater to the POTW (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling, and boiler blowdown 
wastewater);b.Contributes a process wastestream which makes up five (5%) percent or more of the 
average dry weather hydraulic or organic capacity of the POTW treatment plant; orc.Is designated as 
such by the City on the basis that it has a reasonable potential for adversely affecting the POTW's 
operation or for violating any pretreatment standard or requirement.(3)Upon a finding that a user 
meeting the criteria in subsection (b) above has no reasonable potential for adversely affecting the 
POTW's operation or for violating any pretreatment standard or requirement, the City may at any time, 
on its own initiative or in response to a petition received from a user, determine that such user should 
not be considered a significant industrial user.(oo)"Significant noncompliance" shall mean a significant 
industrial user (or any IU which violates paragraphs (3), (4), or (8) below) is in significant noncompliance 
with applicable pretreatment requirements if any violation meets one or more of the following 
criteria:(1)Chronic violations of wastewater discharge limits, defined here as those in which sixty-six 
(66%) percent or more of all of the measurements taken during a six-month period exceed (by any 



magnitude) a numeric pretreatment standard or requirement, including instantaneous limits, as defined 
by 40 CFR 403.3(1).(2)Technical review criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in which thirty-
three (33%) percent or more of all of the measurements for each pollutant parameter taken during a six-
month period are equal to or exceed the product of the numeric pretreatment standard or requirement 
including instantaneous limits, as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1) multiplied by the applicable TRC (TRC = 1.4 
for BOD, TSS, fats, oil and grease and 1.2 for all other pollutants except pH.)(3)Any other violation of a 
pretreatment standard or requirement as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1) (daily maximum, long-term 
average, instantaneous limit, or narrative standard) that the City determines has caused, alone or in 
combination with other discharges, interference or pass through (including endangering the health of 
POTW personnel or the general public).(4)Any discharge of a pollutant that has caused imminent 
endangerment to human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted in the POTW's exercise 
of its emergency authority to halt or prevent such a discharge.(5)Failure to meet, within ninety (90) days 
after the due date, a compliance schedule milestone contained in a local control mechanism or 
enforcement order for starting construction, completing construction or attaining final 
compliance.(6)Failure to provide, within forty-five (45) days after the due date, required reports such as 
baseline monitoring reports, ninety-day compliance reports, periodic self-monitoring reports and 
reports on compliance with compliance schedules.(7)Failure to accurately report noncompliance.(8)Any 
other violation or group of violations which the City determines will adversely affect the operation or 
implementation of the local pretreatment program.(pp)"Slug load or slug discharge" shall mean any 
discharge at a flow rate or concentration, which could cause a violation of the prohibited discharge 
standards in Article 2 of this chapter. A slug discharge is any discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature, 
including but not limited to an accidental spill or non-customary batch discharge which has a reasonable 
potential to cause interference or pass through, or in any other way violate the City's regulations, local 
limits or permit conditions.(qq)"Suspended solids" shall mean the concentration of nonfilterable residue 
dried at 103° to 105° C on a filter in conformance with the City's approved method.(rr)"User" shall mean 
any person who discharges, causes, or permits the discharge of wastewater into a community sewer. 
Same as "discharger".(ss)"Waste" includes sewage and any and all other waste substances, liquid, solid, 
gaseous, or radioactive, associated with human habitation, or of human or animal origin, or from any 
producing, manufacturing, or processing operation of whatever nature.(tt)"Wastewater" shall mean all 
sewage, industrial, and other wastes and waters, whether treated or untreated, discharged into or 
permitted to enter a community sewer system. As used in this chapter, unless the context specifically 
indicates otherwise, "wastewater" shall mean sewage, industrial, and other wastes discharged to a 
community sewer by any person.(uu)"Wastewater disposal purposes" shall mean the acquisition, 
construction, enlargement, operation, and maintenance of wastewater treatment works, pumping 
plants, outfall sewers, and appurtenances by a special district.(vv)"Wastewater disposal facilities" or 
"City facilities" includes wastewater treatment works, pumping plants, outfall sewers, and 
appurtenances constructed, operated, and maintained by the City for wastewater disposal 
purposes.(ww)"Wastewater strength" shall mean the quality of wastewater discharged as measured by 
its elements, including constituents and characteristics. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.104. - Unusual conditions. 



Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, City and any discharger may enter into an 
agreement where unusual conditions compel special terms and conditions and charges for the 
treatment and disposal of the wastewater by the City. However, this section does not authorize the 
waiver of Federal or State standards or requirements. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.105. - Wastewater disposal charges. 

All dischargers shall pay wastewater disposal charges as provided for in Chapter 6 of this Title. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Article 2. - Regulation of Wastewater Discharges 

 

Sec. 6-13.201. - Permissible discharges. 

Wastewater may be discharged into community sewers for treatment and disposal by the City provided 
that such wastewater does not contain substances prohibited, or exceed limitations of wastewater 
strength, set forth in this chapter; and provided further that the discharger pays all City wastewater 
disposal charges and is in compliance with all terms of this chapter, including the permit provisions if 
applicable. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.202. - Prohibited discharges. 

(a)General prohibition. No person shall discharge wastewater into a community sewer which will result 
in contamination, pollution, or a nuisance.(b)Prohibited effects. No person shall discharge wastewater 
into a community sewer if it contains substances or has characteristics which, either alone or by 
interaction with other wastewaters, cause or threaten to cause:(1)Damage to City 
facilities.(2)Interference with or impairment of the operation or maintenance of City 
facilities.(3)Obstruction of flow in sewers.(4)Danger to life or safety of any person.(5)Interference with, 
or overloading of, treatment or disposal processes.(6)Flammable or explosive conditions at or near City 
facilities.(7)Wastewater or any other by-products of the treatment process to be unsuitable for 
reclamation and reuse, or interfere with any processes for reclamation.(8)Noxious or malodorous gases 
or odors at or near City facilities.(9)Discoloration or any other condition in the quality of the City's 
treatment plant effluent in such a manner that receiving water quality requirements established by law 



cannot be met by the City.(10)Conditions at or near City facilities which violate any statute or any rule, 
regulation, or ordinance of any public agency or State or Federal regulatory body, including the general 
prohibitions contained in Federal General Pretreatment Regulations.(11)The presence of toxic gases, 
fumes, or vapors in quantities injurious to the health and safety of City personnel.(12)Pass-through of 
the City's treatment plant, causing a violation of any requirement of the City's NPDES 
permit.(c)Prohibited substances. No person shall discharge the following to a community 
sewer:(1)Wastewater which is not polluted and meets requirements for and is acceptable for discharge 
to storm sewers or to receiving waters of the State.(2)Wastewater which creates a fire or explosion 
hazard including, but not limited to, discharges with a closed cup flashpoint of less than 140° F (60° C) 
using the test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.21.(3)Garbage, except ground garbage from residential 
and commercial premises where food is prepared and consumed.(d)Prohibited locations. Except for 
sewer construction and maintenance by public agencies and contractors, no person shall discharge any 
wastewater directly into a manhole or other opening in a community sewer system other than through 
side sewers approved by the public agency owning the system; provided that the Director may grant 
permission for such direct discharges, upon written application, at locations approved by the public 
agency and upon payment of applicable sewage disposal charges to the City.(e)Prohibition on use of 
dilution. Except where expressly authorized to do so by an applicable pretreatment standard or 
requirement, no user shall increase the use of process water, or in any other way attempt to dilute a 
discharge as a partial or complete substitute for adequate pretreatment to achieve compliance with a 
pretreatment standard, requirement or discharge limitation. The City may impose mass limitations on 
the users which are using dilution to meet applicable pretreatment standards or requirements, or in 
other cases where the imposition of mass limitations is appropriate.(f)Prohibition on slug discharges. No 
user shall discharge any pollutant, including oxygen-demanding pollutants, at a flow rate and/or 
pollutant concentration which causes or threatens to cause interference with the wastewater treatment 
process. For the purposes of this section, any discharge at a flow rate or concentration which could 
cause a violation of the prohibited discharge standards or limitations in this section or Section 6-13.203 
shall be deemed a slug discharge.(g)Bypass prohibited.(1)Bypass of pretreatment equipment and/or 
discharge points is prohibited and the City may take enforcement action against any user for bypass 
unless:a.Bypass was unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or severe property 
damage;b.There were no feasible alternatives to the bypass, as described in 40 CFR 403.17(d) and the 
industrial user submits the notifications required in 40 CFR 403.17(c).(2)The City may approve an 
anticipated bypass, after considering its adverse effects, if the City determines that it will meet the 
conditions specified in part (g)(1) of this prohibition.(h)Discharge of petroleum or mineral oil causing 
pass-through or interference prohibited. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 6-13.203(a), no user 
may discharge petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil or other products of mineral origin in any 
amount that causes interference or pass-through.(i)Discharge of trucked or hauled wastes prohibited. 
No user shall discharge any trucked or otherwise hauled wastes to the community sewer or to any City 
facilities unless a permit has been issued by the City. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.203. - Limitations on discharges. 



(a)Wastewater strength limits. No person shall discharge wastewater from a side sewer into a 
community sewer if the strength of the wastewater exceeds the following: 

Arsenic 2 mg/L 

Cadmium 1 mg/L 

Chlorinated Hydrocarbons 

(total identifiable) 0.5 mg/L 

Chromium (total) 2 mg/L 

Copper 5 mg/L 

Cyanide 5 mg/L 

Iron 100 mg/L 

Lead 2 mg/L 

Mercury 0.05 mg/L 

Nickel 5 mg/L 

Oil and Grease 100 mg/L 

pH not less than 5.5 S.U. 

Phenolic compounds 100 mg/L 

Silver 1 mg/L 

Temperature 150 (1)  

Zinc 5 mg/L 

  

 

(1)150° F (65.5° C), or any thermal discharge which as a result of temperature and/or volume causes the 
influent of the wastewater treatment plant to exceed 104° F (40° C)(b)Additional wastewater strength 
limits. Wastewater strength limits for constituents not listed in subsection (a) of this section may be 
established in a wastewater discharge permit based on available treatment technology, existing 
wastewater conditions in the City's facilities or other factors as determined by the Director. The Director 
may also establish wastewater strength limits on the wastewater discharge permits at locations within a 
premises whenever non-process water may dilute the wastewater discharging from side sewers.(c)Best 
management practices. The City may require compliance with best management practices (BMPs) as an 
alternative to numeric limits that are developed to protect the POTW, water quality, and sewage sludge. 
BMPs imposed pursuant to this subsection (c) must be consistent with the Clean Water Act and this 
chapter. BMPs may be imposed universally on all dischargers or on a case-by-case basis if the Director 
determines conditions warrant the use of BMPs instead of the numeric limits.(d)Quantity and rate of 



flow limits. No person shall discharge wastewater into a community sewer in quantities or at rates of 
flow which may have an adverse or harmful effect on or overload City facilities or cause excessive or 
additional City treatment costs. The Director may establish mass discharge limits in wastewater 
discharge permits to control the quantity and rate of flow of wastewater discharges.(e)Radioactive 
limits. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any radioactive wastewater into a 
community sewer except when the person is authorized to use radioactive material by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission or other governmental agency empowered to regulate the use of radioactive 
materials and when the wastewater is discharged in strict conformity with current Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission regulations and recommendations for safe, disposal and in compliance with all rules and 
regulations of State and local regulatory agencies.(f)Deny or condition new or increased contributions. 
The Director may deny or condition new or increased contributions of pollutants, or changes in the 
nature of pollutants, to the City's wastewater treatment facility by industrial users where such 
contributions do not meet applicable pretreatment standards and requirements or where such 
contributions would cause the City to violate its NPDES permit. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.204. - Federal pretreatment standards. 

Upon promulgation of the Federal general and categorical pretreatment standards, the Federal 
standards, if more stringent than limitations imposed under the chapter for dischargers, shall supersede 
the limitations imposed under this chapter. The Director shall notify all affected dischargers of the 
applicable standards and other requirements. National categorical standards, found in 40 CFR Chapter I, 
Subchapter N, Parts 405-471, are hereby incorporated into these regulations. Effluent limitations 
promulgated by the Federal Act shall apply in any instance where they are more stringent than those in 
these regulations. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.205. - Pretreatment program. 

The Director shall implement a pretreatment program in accordance with general pretreatment 
regulations adopted by EPA and in accordance with this chapter. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.206. - Permits for federal categorical pretreatment standards. 

The Director shall issue permits to dischargers subject to Federal categorical pretreatment standards 
and require compliance in accordance with dates established by EPA. The permits shall be issued in 



accordance with the provisions of Article 3 of this chapter but pretreatment permits may be issued with 
renewal dates from twelve (12) to sixty (60) months after issuance of the initial pretreatment permits. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.207. - Confidential information—Federal categorical pretreatment standards. 

All information and data obtained from a discharger in connection with Federal pretreatment standards 
shall be available to the public or other governmental agencies without restriction unless the discharger 
specifies that the release of such information would divulge information, processes or methods of 
production entitled to protection as trade secrets, in which case the discharger shall be solely 
responsible for taking any action necessary to prevent the release of such information. Wastewater 
constituents and characteristics will not be recognized as confidential information. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Article 3. - Wastewater Discharge Permits 

 

Sec. 6-13.301. - Permit required. 

All dischargers, other than residential, whose wastewater requires special regulation or contains 
industrial wastes requiring source control shall secure a wastewater discharge permit. 

 

(a)Mandatory permits. All dischargers in the following categories must obtain a wastewater discharge 
permit:(1)Significant industrial users.(2)Dischargers determined by the Director to require a permit to 
establish wastewater disposal charges based on flow and waste strength. These may 
include:a.Dischargers whose average wastewater strength cannot be established on a business 
classification basis, because of seasonal or other variations in operations.b.Dischargers whose 
wastewater strength exceeds the normal range of wastewater strength for the business classification 
code to which the discharger is assigned.c.Dischargers using an unmetered source of water.(3)Other 
dischargers determined by the Director to require individual or general permits as necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this chapter.(b)Optional permits. The Director may issue wastewater discharge permits 
to any discharger after application in accordance with the terms of this article, in the following 
categories:(1)A discharger who requests a City estimation of wastewater flow because a significant 
amount of the metered water consumption is not being discharged to a community sewer. For the 
purposes of this chapter, any diversion shown to be more than twenty (20%) percent of the metered 
consumption shall qualify for an optional permit. Other dischargers who can demonstrate a significant 
diversion may request a permit, which shall be subject to approval by the Director.(2)Any person whose 



discharge is less than the normal range of wastewater strength for the business classification code to 
which he is assigned because of pretreatment, process changes, or other reasons. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.302. - Application. 

Dischargers seeking a wastewater discharge permit shall complete and file with the Director a City 
application form, accompanied by the applicable City fees. New dischargers shall file applications sixty 
(60) days prior to commencement of discharges and existing dischargers shall file applications within 
thirty (30) days of notification by the Director, unless such time is extended for good cause. The 
application may require the following information: 

 

(a)Name, site address, and mailing address (if different than site address) of business;(b)Estimated 
wastewater strength;(c)Estimated wastewater flow, average and peak wastewater discharge flow for 
each side sewer;(d)Locations of side sewers, sampling points, and pretreatment facilities;(e)Description 
of activity, facilities, and plant process on the premises, including raw materials, processes and types of 
materials which are or could be discharged;(f)Total product produced, by type;(g)Number and type of 
employees;(h)Days and hours of operation and days and hours of discharge;(i)Slug control plan which 
outlines discharge practices (including non-routine batch discharges), describes stored chemicals, and 
contains procedures both to notify the district immediately of slug discharges and to prevent adverse 
impacts from any accidental spill; and(j)Any other information the Director shall deem necessary to 
evaluate the permit application. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.303. - Terms and conditions of permit. 

(a)Terms. All wastewater discharge permits shall be subject to all provisions of this chapter and all rates 
and charges established by the City. All permits issued to significant industrial users shall be issued for a 
specified time period, not to exceed five (5) years. The Director may establish renewal dates up to sixty 
(60) months for significant industrial user permits. The time period for all other permits shall be as 
determined by the Director, and may include permits with no expiration date, provided that the Director 
may revise or terminate any permit as provided in Sections 6-13.304 and 6-13.306. Applications for 
permit renewal shall be submitted to the City at a minimum of sixty (60) days prior to 
expiration.(b)Conditions. Wastewater discharge permits may contain any or all of the following 
conditions:(1)Limits on rate and time of discharge or requirements for flow regulation and 
equalization.(2)Requirements for inspection and sampling facilities, including City access to such 
facilities.(3)Monitoring program which may include: Sampling locations; frequency and method of 
sampling; number, types and standard of tests; and establishing a reporting schedule. The discharger 
assigned a monitoring program in conformance with this chapter shall pay all applicable City 
charges.(4)Submission of technical reports or discharge reports, including, but not limited to, reports 
described in Section 6-13.402, or any report required by 40 CFR 403.12.(5)Maintenance of plant records 



relating to wastewater discharges, as specified by the Director, and affording City access thereto.(6)A 
statement of applicable penalties for violation of pretreatment standards and requirements, and any 
applicable compliance schedule.(7)Requirements for the development and implementation of pollution 
prevention plans to reduce the amount of pollutants discharged to the City's treatment 
plant.(8)Notification requirements including immediate notification of any changes that affect the 
potential for a slug discharge.(9)Requirements for the development and implementation of spill control 
plans or other special conditions including management practices necessary to adequately prevent 
accidental, unanticipated, or non-routine discharges.(10)Installation of technology, as specified by the 
Director.(11)Requirements to implement best management practices.(12)Other conditions as deemed 
appropriate by the Director to ensure compliance with this chapter or the terms and conditions of the 
permit. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.304. - Change of permit terms and conditions. 

The City may change the terms and conditions of a wastewater discharge permit, including changing the 
average limits on the elements of wastewater strength, from time to time as circumstances may require. 
The City shall allow a discharger reasonable time to comply with any City required changes in the permit 
except that a change in average limits of wastewater strength shall immediately affect calculation of any 
wastewater disposal fees or charges imposed pursuant to Chapter 6 of this title. A person whose permit 
is changes pursuant to this section may appeal the change as provided for in Section 6-13.501(e). 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.305. - Transfer of permit prohibited. 

A wastewater discharge permit shall not be assigned or transferred. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.306. - Termination. 

The Director may terminate any wastewater discharge permit for violation of the terms and conditions 
of the permit or the provisions of this chapter. A discharger whose permit has been terminated may 
appeal the decision pursuant to Section 6-13.501(e), except that a decision to terminate a permit will be 
stayed during the appeal process. 

 



A discharger whose permit has been terminated, and chooses not to appeal or whose appeal has been 
denied, shall apply for a new permit within thirty (30) days of notice of termination or the notice of the 
final ruling on the appeal. 

 

Any discharger whose permit has been terminated shall continue to pay wastewater disposal charges 
imposed pursuant to Chapter 6 of this title based upon his former permit or on his assigned business 
classification code, whichever is higher, until a new permit has been applied for, approved, and issued. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Article 4. - Administration 

 

Sec. 6-13.401. - Authority of Director. 

The Director is charged with responsibility for City's wastewater control program and the administration 
and enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.402. - Wastewater source control requirements. 

In order to effectively administer and enforce the provisions of these regulations, the Director may 
require any discharger to comply with any or all the following requirements: 

 

(a)Discharge reports. The Director may require discharge reports, including, but not limited to, 
questionnaires, technical reports, sampling reports, and test analyses, and periodic reports of 
wastewater discharge. When a report filed by a person pursuant to this section is not adequate in the 
judgment of the Director, he may require such person to supply such additional information as the 
Director deems necessary. The discharge report may include, but not be limited to, nature of the 
process, volume and rates of wastewater flow, elements, constituents, and characteristics of the 
wastewater, together with any information required in an application for wastewater discharge 
permit.(b)Baseline monitoring report. Each categorical industrial user shall submit a baseline monitoring 
report (BMR). The requirements for a BMR, as described in 40 CFR 403.12(b) are hereby incorporated 
into these regulations. A BMR, if required, shall be reviewed by an authorized representative of the user, 
and certified to by a qualified professional, indicating whether pretreatment standards are being met on 
a consistent basis, and if not, whether additional operation and maintenance and/or additional 
pretreatment is required for the user to meet the pretreatment standards and requirements.(c)Periodic 



report of continued compliance. Any major categorical industrial user shall submit to the City twice 
annually, a report indicating the nature and concentration of the pollutants that are regulated by the 
CIU's Federal pretreatment standards. The report shall include the average and maximum daily flows. 
The City may determine during which months the CIU shall submit these reports.(d)Compliance 
schedule for the installation of technology. The City may require each user to develop a compliance 
schedule for the installation of technology to meet applicable pretreatment standard or requirement. 
The compliance schedule for the installation of technology is not conditioned on the determination of 
violations. Progress reports for the compliance schedule shall be considered a requirement.(e)Report on 
compliance with categorical deadline. Each categorical user shall submit a report within ninety (90) days 
after the final date for compliance, or upon commencement of discharge, whichever comes later, which 
contains flow and pollutant measurements, a certification of whether pretreatment standards are being 
met consistently, and if not, a description of needed additional operations and maintenance or 
pretreatment. The report on compliance with categorical deadline, if required, shall be reviewed by an 
authorized representative of the user, and certified to by a qualified professional, indicating whether 
pretreatment standards are being met on a consistent basis, and, if not, whether additional operation 
and maintenance and/or additional pretreatment is required for the user to meet the pretreatment 
standards and requirements.(f)Notice of violation/resampling report. If sampling by a user indicates a 
violation, the user shall notify the City within twenty-four (24) hours of becoming aware of the violation. 
The user shall also repeat the sampling and analysis and submit the results of the repeat analysis to the 
City within thirty (30) days of becoming aware of the violation, unless the City samples the user between 
the time of the initial sampling and the time when the user receives the results of this sampling. Within 
five (5) days of detecting such violation, the user shall, unless waived by the City, submit a detailed 
written report describing the cause(s) of the discharge and the measures to be taken by the user to 
prevent similar future occurrences. Such notification shall not relieve the user of any expense, loss, 
damage, or other liability which may be incurred as a result of damage to the POTW, natural resources, 
or any other damage to person or property; nor shall such notification relieve the user of any fines, 
penalties, or other liability which may be imposed pursuant to this chapter.(g)Slug control plan. The City 
may require a plan which outlines discharge practices, including non-routine batch discharges, describes 
stored chemicals, and contains procedures both to notify the City immediately of slug discharges and to 
prevent adverse impacts from any accidental spill.(h)Notice of potential problems. All categorical and 
non-categorical industrial users shall notify the City immediately of all discharges that could cause 
problems to its wastewater treatment facility, including any slug loads by the industrial 
user.(i)Notification of changed conditions. All industrial users shall promptly notify the City in advance of 
any substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants in their discharge, including the listed or 
characteristic hazardous wastes for which the industrial user has submitted initial notification under 40 
CFR 403.12(p), and immediate notification of any changes that affect the potential for a slug 
discharge.(j)Notification of hazardous waste discharge.(1)All industrial users discharging any substance 
which, if otherwise disposed of, would be a hazardous or acutely hazardous waste under 40 CFR 261, 
must comply with the reporting requirements of 40 CFR 403.12(p)(1) and (3) unless exempted under the 
provisions of 40 CFR 403.12(p)(2).(2)In the case of any notification made under subsection (1) above, the 
industrial user shall certify that it has a program in place to reduce the volume and toxicity of hazardous 
wastes generated to the degree it has determined to be economically practical. The City may accept a 
copy of a hazardous waste reduction or minimization plan otherwise required by law, as compliance 
with this requirement.(k)Monitoring programs. The Director may require of dischargers such technical 



or monitoring programs, including the submission of periodic reports, as he deems necessary, provided 
that the burden, including costs, of such programs and reports shall bear a reasonable relationship to 
the need for the report and the benefits to be obtained therefrom. The discharger shall pay the 
applicable City charge for the monitoring program, in addition to the wastewater disposal and other 
charges established by the City. The monitoring program may require the discharger to conduct a 
sampling and analysis program of a frequency and type specified by the Director or as required by the 
Federal General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR 403.5) to demonstrate compliance with prescribed 
wastewater discharge limits. The discharger may either:(1)Conduct his own sampling and analysis 
program provided he demonstrates to the Director that he has the necessary qualifications and facilities 
to perform the work; or(2)Engage a private consulting firm or laboratory, certified by the State of 
California, Department of Public Health.(l)Additional monitoring report. If a significant industrial user 
monitors any regulated pollutant at the appropriate sampling location more frequently than required by 
the City, using approved sampling and analytical methods, the results of this monitoring shall be 
included in the subsequent self-monitoring report.(m)Inspection facilities. The Director may require any 
non-residential discharger to construct, at his own expense, a sampling facility or inspection manhole 
together with necessary related measuring and sampling equipment. The sampling facility or inspection 
manhole shall be constructed on the side sewer of the discharger and within the public right-of-way at a 
location approved by the City; provided that the Director may permit the installation of such facilities on 
the premises of the discharger at a location which will permit City access to the facility at all times. 
Construction shall be completed within sixty (60) days of written notification from the Director, unless 
such time is extended by the Director for good cause. The Director may require the discharger to install 
such sampling facilities or inspection manholes on each side sewer.(n)Pretreatment. Pretreatment 
systems or devices may be required by the Director to treat wastewater prior to discharge to the 
community sewer when it is necessary to restrict or prevent the discharge to the community sewer of 
wastewater having strength in violation of the prohibitions or exceeding the limits established by this 
chapter, or to distribute wastewater discharges over a period of time. All pretreatment systems or 
devices shall be approved by the Director but such approval shall not relieve a discharger of the 
responsibility for taking all steps necessary to comply with wastewater limitations established by the 
City. All required pretreatment equipment shall be installed and operated at the discharger's expense. 
Any subsequent changes in the pretreatment facilities or method of operation shall be reported to and 
be acceptable to the City.(o)Protection from accidental or slug discharge. Each discharger shall provide 
protection from accidental or slug discharge of prohibited materials or other wastes regulated by this 
chapter. Such facilities shall be provided and maintained at the discharger's expense. These facilities 
shall be approved by the Director, but such approval shall not relieve the discharger from the 
responsibility of modifying the facilities to provide the protection necessary to meet the requirements of 
this section.(p)Representative data. All data submitted in reports or applications shall be representative 
of conditions during the reporting period.(q)[Other reports.] Any other reports, as deemed necessary by 
the City, to determine a user's compliance status with local, State and Federal limits or requirements. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.403. - Signature requirement. 



(a)All reports and/or permit applications received and/or required under these regulations, including 
BMR, reports on compliance with categorical standard deadlines (ninety-day compliance reports) and 
periodic reports on continued compliance, shall be signed:(1)By a responsible corporate officer, if the 
user submitting the reports is a corporation. For the purpose of this paragraph, a responsible corporate 
officer means:a.A president, secretary, treasurer, or vice president of the corporation in charge of a 
principal business function, or any other person who performs similar policy or decision-making 
functions for the corporation; orb.The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or operation 
facilities employing more than two hundred fifty (250) persons or having gross annual sales or 
expenditures exceeding Twenty-Five Million and no/00 ($25,000,000.00) Dollars (in second quarter 1980 
dollars), if authority to sign documents has been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance 
with corporate procedures.(2)By a general partner or proprietor if the user submitting the reports is a 
partnership or sole proprietorship, respectively;(3)By a duly authorized representative of the individual 
designated in paragraph (1) or (2) of this section if:a.The authorization is made in writing by the 
individual designated in paragraph (1) or (2);b.The authorization specifies either an individual or a 
position having responsibility for the overall operation of the facility from which the industrial discharge 
originates, such as the position of plant manager, operator of a well, or well field superintendent, or a 
position of equivalent responsibility, or having overall responsibility for environmental matters for the 
company; andc.The written authorization is submitted to the City.(4)If an authorization under paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section is no longer accurate because a different individual or position has responsibility for 
the overall operation of the facility, or overall responsibility for environmental matters for the company, 
a new authorization satisfying the requirements of paragraph (a)(3) of this section must be submitted to 
the District prior to or together with any reports to be signed by an authorized 
representative.(b)Reports and applications must include the following certification statement: 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons 
who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the 
information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am 
aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of 
fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.404. - Retention of records. 

All records, including, but not limited to, all information resulting from any monitoring activities, 
discharge reports, permits, self-monitoring data, pretreatment system process control logs, 
documentation of compliance with BMP requirements, and relevant correspondence (whether or not 
required by these regulations) must be maintained by the user for a period of not less than three (3) 
years. Monitoring records shall be included for all samples as specified in 40 CFR 403.12(o)(1). All such 
records shall be made available for inspection and copying by a duly authorized representative of the 



District or any other governmental entity having jurisdiction. The retention period may be extended in 
the case of unresolved litigation or at any time at the request of the District, the State or U.S. EPA. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.405. - Analytical and sampling methodology and procedures. 

(a)The method and procedures utilized for all analyses which are reported under the requirements of 
these regulations shall be as specified by the provisions of 40 CFR Part 136.(b)The methods and 
procedures utilized for all sampling performed and/or reported under the requirements of this 
regulation shall be as specified by the provisions of 40 CFR Part 136.(c)If 40 CFR Part 136 does not 
contain sampling or analytical techniques for the pollutant in question, sampling and analyses must be 
performed in accordance with procedures approved by U.S. EPA. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.406. - Public notification of dischargers found to be in significant non-compliance. 

At an interval of not less than once per year, the City will publish the identities of any users that are 
found to be in significant non-compliance of any National pretreatment standard, discharge limitation or 
prohibition, or any other requirement of these regulations. The definition of significant non-compliance 
shall be as specified in Section 6-13.103. The publication shall occur in a newspaper of general 
circulation that provides meaningful public notice within the service area of the City. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.407. - Trade secrets. 

When requested by the person furnishing a report or permit application or questionnaire, the portions 
of the report, or other document, which might disclose trade secrets or secret processes shall not be 
made available for inspection by the public, unless required by law or court order, but shall be made 
available to governmental agencies including the U.S. EPA, the State, and the District in judicial review or 
enforcement proceedings involving the person furnishing the report. All confidential information in 
connection with Federal pretreatment standards shall comply with Section 6-13.207. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.408. - City inspection. 



The City may inspect the facilities of any discharger to ascertain whether the provisions of this chapter 
are being met and the wastewater discharge limits are being complied with. Dischargers shall allow the 
City or its representatives ready access at all reasonable times to all parts of the premises for the 
purposes of inspection or sampling or in the performance of any of their duties. Where a discharger has 
security measures which would require proper identification and clearance before entry into their 
premises, the user shall make arrangements with their security personnel so that, upon presentation of 
proper identification, City personnel will be permitted to enter without delay for the purposes of 
performing their specific responsibilities. Such inspection shall be made with the consent of the owner 
or possessor of such facilities. If the City has been refused access to any part of a discharger's facility, 
and is able to demonstrate probable cause to believe that there may be a violation of this chapter, or 
that there is a need to inspect and/or sample as part of the routine inspection and sampling program of 
the City, then the Director may seek issuance of an inspection warrant or a search warrant, duly issued 
pursuant to the procedures set forth in Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.5) of Part 3 of Code of 
Civil Procedure; provided, however, that in the event of an emergency affecting the public health or 
safety such inspection may be made without consent or the issuance of a warrant. To verify the 
wastewater flows and strengths reported by dischargers or to determine compliance with this chapter, 
inspection, measurement, and sampling may be conducted from time to time by the City. The City shall 
have the right to install, maintain, and operate necessary sampling and measuring equipment on the 
premises of discharger. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.409. - New connections. 

Dischargers will be assigned a business classification code and informed of the applicable prohibitions, 
limits or conditions, and the applicable rates and charges, governing wastewater disposal service at the 
time of application for water service. All nonresidential dischargers seeking a new side sewer connection 
to a community sewer and any new discharger requiring information prior to applying for water service 
should contact the Director. The City will inform the discharger of the regulations governing wastewater 
disposal service and the applicability of requirements for inspection, sampling, or pretreatment facilities. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Article 5. - Enforcement and Penalties 

 

Sec. 6-13.501. - Director's orders. 

The Director may adopt procedures and rules for the implementation and administration of this chapter. 
The Director shall enforce the provisions of this chapter, including requirements established or permits 
issued hereunder, as provided herein. 



 

(a)Requiring discharger to submit schedule of remedial or preventive measures. When the Director finds 
that a discharge of wastewater is taking place or threatening to take place that violates or will violate 
prohibitions or limits prescribed by this chapter or wastewater source control requirements or the 
provisions of a wastewater discharge permit, the Director may require the discharger to submit for 
approval of the Director, with such modifications as he deems necessary, a detailed time schedule of 
specific actions the discharger shall take in order to correct or prevent a violation of 
requirements.(b)Issuance of cease and desist orders. When the Director finds that a discharge of 
wastewater is taking place or threatening to take place in violation of prohibitions or limits of this 
chapter or wastewater source control requirements or the provisions of a wastewater discharge permit, 
the Director may issue an order to cease and desist and direct that those persons not complying with 
such prohibitions, limits, requirements, or provisions (1) comply forthwith, (2) comply in accordance 
with a time schedule set by the Director, or (3) take appropriate remedial or preventative 
action.(c)Damage to facilities. When the discharge of wastewater causes an obstruction, damage, or 
other impairment to City facilities, the Director may recover costs from the discharger to correct the 
problem caused by the discharger.(d)Termination of service. The City may terminate or cause to be 
terminated wastewater disposal or water service to any premises if a violation of any provision of this 
chapter pertaining to control of wastewater is found to exist or if a discharge of wastewater causes or 
threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution, or nuisance, as defined in this chapter. This 
provision is in addition to other statutes, rules, or regulations authorizing termination of service for 
delinquency in payment, or for any other reason.(e)Appeal procedures. Any permit applicant, permit 
holder, or other discharger affected by any decision, action, or determination, including cease and desist 
orders, made by the Director pursuant to this section in interpreting or implementing the provisions of 
this chapter, or any permit issued hereunder, may file with the Director a written request for 
reconsideration within ten (10) days of such decision, action, or determination, setting forth in detail the 
facts supporting the request. The Director may elect to hold a hearing on the request. The request for 
reconsideration shall be acted upon by the Director within ten (10) days from the date of filing or the 
close of the reconsideration hearing. The decision, action, or determination shall remain in effect during 
such period of review by the Director. If the ruling made by the Director is unsatisfactory to the person 
requesting reconsideration, he may, within thirty (30) days after notice of the action by the Director, file 
a written appeal to the City Manager. The written appeal shall state all pertinent aspects of the matter 
and shall include the hearing record if one was requested. Within thirty (30) days after the written 
appeal is received, the City Manager shall hold a hearing after due notice to the appellant. The City 
Manager may establish rules and regulations governing the hearings of such appeals. The City Manager 
shall make a final ruling on the appeal within ten (10) days after close of the hearing. The decision, 
action, or determination shall remain in effect during such period of review by the City Manager. If the 
decision of the City Manager is unsatisfactory to the person appealing, he may file a written appeal to 
the City Council within thirty (30) days after receipt of the decision. The City Council may hear the 
appeal or refer the matter to a neutral hearing officer for an advisory opinion. The City Council shall 
make a final ruling on the appeal within ten (10) days of the close of the hearing or receipt of the 
advisory opinion. The decision, action, or determination shall remain in effect during such period of 
review by the City Council. The Director may adopt rules and regulations to implement the provisions of 
this section. 



(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.502. - Director's enforcement remedies and penalties. 

The Director may impose penalties, up to specified maximums, against any person who violates the 
provisions of this chapter. For purposes of this section of the chapter, the Director or his/her designee 
shall be the hearing officer. 

 

(a)Issuance of complaints.(1)The Director may issue a complaint to any person on whom civil liability 
may be imposed pursuant to this article. The complaint shall allege the act or failure to act that 
constitutes a violation of law, the provision of law authorizing civil liability to be imposed pursuant to 
this article, and the proposed civil liability.(2)The complaint shall be served by personal notice or 
certified mail on the person subject to the City's discharge and reporting requirements, and shall inform 
the party served that a hearing shall be conducted within sixty (60) days after the party has been served 
unless the person who has been issued the complaint waives the right to a hearing in writing within ten 
(10) days of the issuance of the complaint.(b)Civil liability penalties. Civil liability may be imposed by the 
Director as follows:(1)In an amount which does not exceed One Thousand and no/100 ($1,000.00) 
Dollars for each day for knowingly or willfully failing or refusing to furnish technical or monitoring 
reports.(2)In an amount which does not exceed Five Thousand and no/100 ($5,000.00) Dollars for each 
day of intentionally or negligently discharging hazardous waste, as defined in Section 25117 of the 
Health and Safety Code, knowingly falsifying any information provided in any furnished technical or 
monitoring report.(3)In an amount which does not exceed Ten and no/100 ($10.00) Dollars per gallon 
for discharges in violation of any of the City's cease and desist or other orders, or prohibitions issued, 
reissued, or adopted by the City.(4)Unless appealed, orders setting administrative civil liability shall 
become effective and final upon issuance thereof, and payment shall be made within thirty (30) 
days.(c)Appeal.(1)A person dissatisfied with the decision of the Director may appeal in writing to the City 
Manager within thirty (30) days of notice of the Director's decision. A person dissatisfied with the 
decision of the City Manager may appeal in writing to the City Council within thirty (30) days of notice of 
the City Manager's decision.(2)Any party aggrieved by a final order issued by the City Council may obtain 
review of the order of the Council in the superior court by filing in the court a petition for writ of 
mandate within thirty (30) days following the issuance of the order by the Council. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.503. - Criminal penalties. 

(a)Any person who intentionally discharges wastewater in any manner, in violation of any order issued 
by the Director, City Manager or City Council, which results in contamination, pollution, or a nuisance, as 
defined in this chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be subject to criminal penalties of not more 
than One Thousand and no/100 ($1,000.00) Dollars per day for each such violation, including, but not 
limited to, any violation of pretreatment standards or requirements.(b)Any person who knowingly 
makes any false statement or representation in any record, report, plan, or other document filed with 



the City, or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or 
method required by the City, shall be punished by a fine of not more than Twenty-Five Thousand and 
no/100 ($25,000.00) Dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or 
by both. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.504. - Civil enforcement remedies and penalties. 

The City may pursue any of the alternative civil remedies herein against any discharger who violates the 
provisions of this chapter. 

 

(a)Civil enforcement penalties.(1)Any person who fails to comply with any order issued by the City, 
including orders related to pretreatment standards or requirements, shall be subject to a civil penalty 
not to exceed Ten Thousand and no/100 ($10,000.00) Dollars for each day in which the discharge, 
violation, or refusal occurs.(2)Any person who intentionally or negligently violates any order issued by 
the City for violation of rules regulating or prohibiting discharge of wastewater which causes or 
threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution or nuisance, as defined in this article, may be 
liable civilly in a sum not to exceed Twenty-Five Thousand and no/100 ($25,000.00) Dollars for each day 
in which the violation occurs. 

The attorney of the City, upon request of the City Council, shall petition the Superior Court to impose, 
assess, and recover such sums. 

 

(b)Injunction. Whenever a discharge of wastewater is in violation of the provisions of this chapter, 
including but not limited to violation of a pretreatment standard or requirement, or otherwise causes or 
threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution, or nuisance, or whenever non-discharge 
violations occur including failure to submit a required report or failure to allow the City's inspectors 
access to an industrial facility, the City may petition the Superior Court for the issuance of a preliminary 
or permanent injunction, or both, as may be appropriate, restraining the continuance of such violations. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Article 6. - Regulation of Sewer Laterals 

 

Sec. 6-13.601. - Definitions. 

The following definitions apply to this article: 

 



(a)"Cleanout" shall mean a pipe fitting and associated piping connected to a sewer lateral that provides 
access to the sewer lateral for purposes of flushing, rodding, cleaning, and other maintenance and 
diagnostic purposes.(b)"Compliance certificate" shall mean a certificate issued by the City indicating that 
the sewer lateral has passed a verification test.(c)"Emergency" emergencies may include, but are not 
limited to: power outages, equipment failure, storms, flood, fire, earthquake, riots, and any City event 
that requires a short-term change to the requirements of this article.(d)"Escrow account" shall mean a 
real estate transaction account into which an applicant deposits funds to obtain a one-hundred-eighty-
day time extension, pursuant to this article, to complete the required work on the sewer 
lateral(s).(e)"Exemption certificate" shall mean a certificate issued by the City to property owners who 
can demonstrate that work on the lateral has been completed in accordance with local ordinance 
requirements within ten (10) years of the effective date of the ordinance.(f)"Infiltration and inflow" (I/I) 
shall mean the groundwater and rainwater that enters a sanitary sewer system intended for wastewater 
flows. "Infiltration" is water that enters the sewer system through openings in the joints or walls of 
pipes and manholes. "Inflow" is water that enters the sewer system through direct connections such as 
uncapped lateral cleanouts, openings in manhole covers, and illicit connections including area drains, 
catch basins, foundation drains, and roof drains.(g)"Sewer lateral " shall mean the upper and lower 
sections of sewer pipe that carry sewage and liquid waste from the building or structure served, up to 
and including the connection to the public sewer; or a sewer pipe coming from a private development 
with connections to the public sewer at one or more locations.(h)"Non-sanitary sewer connection" shall 
mean anything that directly or indirectly conveys stormwater, surface water, roof runoff, groundwater 
or subsurface drainage into sanitary sewers, including, but not limited to, downspouts, yard drains, 
sump pumps, or other sources of stormwater, runoff, or groundwater.(i)"Remodel" shall mean any 
significant modification of an existing building or structure, the cost of which is estimated to be greater 
than Fifty Thousand and no/100 ($50,000.00) Dollars.(j)"Repair" and "replacement" shall mean 
construction activities performed by a contractor to bring a sewer lateral into compliance with City 
requirements. "Repair" means a correction of an isolated defect of the sewer lateral while 
"replacement" applies to the complete length of the sewer lateral.(k)"Sanitary sewer" shall mean a 
sewer that conveys wastewater from a structure and to which stormwater or surface water is not 
intentionally admitted.(l)"Sewer main" shall mean a publicly-owned sanitary sewer pipe.(m)"Structure" 
shall mean any building that is required to be provided with public sewer service.(n)"Time extension 
certificate" shall mean a document issued by the City to the eligible property owner for title transfer 
transactions, that allows the time to be extended up to one hundred eighty (180) days after the date of 
certificate issuance to repair and/or replace the sewer lateral in compliance with City 
requirements.(o)"Title transfer" shall mean the sale or transfer of an entire real property estate or the 
fee interest in that real property estate and does not include the sale or transfer of partial interest, 
including a leasehold. In addition, the following shall not be included: (1) transfer by a fiduciary in the 
course of the administration of a decedent's estates, guardianship, conservatorship, or trust, (2) 
transfers from one co-owner to one or more other co-owners, or from one or more co-owners into or 
from a revocable trust, if the trust is for the benefit of the grantor or grantors, (3) transfers made by a 
trustor to fund an inter vivios trust, (4) transfers made to a spouse, to a registered domestic partner as 
defined in Section 297 of the Family Code, or to a person or persons in the lineal line of consanguinity of 
one or more of the transferors, (5) transfers between spouses or registered domestic partners resulting 
from a decree of dissolution of marriage or domestic partnership, or a decree of legal separation or from 
a property settlement agreement incidental to a decree, (6) transfers from property owners to any 



financial institution as a result of a foreclosure or similar process.(p)"Verification test" shall mean a test 
to be witnessed by the City's authorized representative(s) to verify that the sewer lateral is in 
compliance with City requirements.(q)"Waiver" shall mean a document issued by the City to a property 
owner to relieve the property owner from the requirement to perform work on the lower sewer lateral 
under certain approved conditions. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.602 - Responsibility and standards for maintenance of sewer laterals. 

It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to perform all required maintenance, repairs and 
replacement of the sewer lateral in accordance with the following requirements: 

 

(a)The sewer lateral shall be kept free from roots, grease deposits, and other solids, which may impede 
or obstruct the flow.(b)All joints shall be watertight and all pipes shall be sound.(c)The sewer lateral pipe 
shall be free of any structural defects such as fractures, cracks, breaks, openings, or missing 
portions.(d)All cleanouts shall be securely sealed with a proper cap or approved overflow device at all 
times.(e)There shall be no non-sanitary sewer connections to the sewer lateral or to any plumbing that 
connects to the sewer lateral.(f)All maintenance, repair or replacement shall conform to current City 
standards and specifications. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.603. - When a compliance certificate is required. 

(a)Title transfer. Prior to transferring title associated with the sale of any real property that contains any 
structure with a sewer lateral within the City's wastewater service area, the transferor property owner 
shall disclose the requirements of this article. The transferor property owner or transferee shall obtain a 
compliance certificate pursuant to Section 6-13.604, and provide a copy of a valid compliance certificate 
to: (1) the transferor property owner's real estate broker, if any, (2) the transferee, (3) the transferee's 
real estate broker, if any, (4) the escrow holder, if any.(b)Construction or remodeling. Whenever a 
property owner applies for any permit or other approval needed for construction, remodeling, 
modification or alteration of any structure with a sewer lateral, the property owner shall obtain a 
compliance certificate pursuant to Section 6-13.604 prior to obtaining a final permit or approval from 
the permitting authority. This paragraph shall apply where the cost of the proposed work, in 
combination with the cost of any other construction, remodeling, modification, or alteration at the 
property within the previous twelve (12) months, is estimated to exceed Fifty Thousand and no/100ths 
($50,000.00) Dollars.(c)Addition of drain or fixture. Whenever a property owner applies for any permit 
or other approval needed to add one or more drains or plumbing fixtures to any structure with a sewer 
lateral within the City's wastewater service area, the property owner shall obtain a compliance 
certificate pursuant to Section 6-13.604 prior to obtaining a final permit or approval from the permitting 
authority.(d)Change in water services. Whenever a property owner within the City's service area applies 
for any permit or other approval from the City or local water agency for an increase or decrease in size 



of the owner's water meter, or for an additional water meter, the property owner shall obtain a 
compliance certificate, pursuant to Section 6-13.604, prior to obtaining a final permit or approval.(e)An 
individually-owned unit in a multi-unit structure served by a single lateral or shared laterals such as a 
condominium or other common interest development. Within ten (10) years of the effective date of this 
chapter (December 28, 2016), the homeowners' association or a responsible party for this type of multi-
unit structure shall determine if the sewer lateral(s) is (are) in compliance with Sections 6-13.602 and 6-
13.604 and perform any necessary repair or replacement work to achieve compliance. After the work is 
completed, re-certification of the sewer lateral shall occur at twenty-year intervals.(f)Property 
developments other than those specified in "d" above with sewer laterals totaling greater than one 
thousand (1,000′) feet in length. Within five (5) years of the effective date of this chapter (December 28, 
2016) property owners or responsible parties for property developments with sewer laterals totaling 
greater than one thousand (1,000′) feet in length, shall submit for City approval, a condition assessment 
plan with a schedule to perform testing to assess the condition of all of the sewer laterals on the 
property to determine compliance with Section 6-13.602. Within ten (10) years of the effective date of 
this chapter, property owners or responsible parties shall complete all condition assessment testing and 
submit a corrective action work plan for District approval. Corrective action work plans shall include 
information about the quantity and schedule of work to be performed to bring the property's sewer 
laterals into compliance with the requirements of this chapter. After the work is completed, re-
certification of the sewer laterals shall occur at twenty-year intervals.(g)Exception. A property with a 
dated approved building/sewer permit from the City indicating that the sewer lateral was replaced in 
total within ten (10) years of the effective date of this chapter (December 28, 2016) may submit the 
information to the District along with a request for an exemption certificate. Upon review and approval, 
an exemption certificate will be issued. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011, § 2(Exh. A), Ord 811-C.S., eff. January 12, 2017) 

 

Sec. 6-13.604. - How to obtain a compliance certificate. 

Whenever a compliance certificate is required under this article, a property owner who does not hold a 
valid compliance certificate shall do the following at the property owner's expense. 

 

(a)Repair or replacement. The property owner shall determine whether the sewer lateral is in 
compliance with City requirements. If the sewer lateral is not in compliance, the property owner shall 
perform any and all repair and replacement work needed to bring the sewer lateral into compliance. If 
the City has issued a waiver for the lower sewer lateral, then work is only required on the upper sewer 
lateral, in conformance with subsection (b) of this section.(b)Verification testing. After the property 
owner determines (through any combination of inspection, repair and/or replacement) that the sewer 
lateral is in compliance with City requirements, and upon payment of the required fee established 
pursuant to this title, the property owner shall perform verification testing in accordance with the City's 
procedures in the presence of the City's authorized representative. If the City's authorized 
representative determines that the verification testing confirms that the sewer lateral is in compliance 
with City requirements, the City will issue a compliance certificate.(c)Procedures for verification testing 



for sewer laterals. The City will maintain written procedures for verification testing. The procedures shall 
be made available upon request. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.605. - Compliance certificate term limits. 

When the compliance certificate is obtained as a result of complete replacement of the sewer lateral, 
the compliance certificate shall be valid for twenty (20) years from the date of issuance. Complete 
replacement, for these purposes, includes replacing the complete length of the sewer lateral. When the 
compliance certificate is obtained without complete replacement, e.g., as a result of repair work or 
testing without repair, the compliance certificate shall be valid for seven (7) years from the date of 
issuance. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.606. - Time extension certificate. 

The requirement to obtain a compliance certificate prior to transfer of title in no way affects the legality 
of the transfer of title in the underlying property transaction. If the City's compliance certificate can not 
be obtained prior to title transfer, the property owner may request a time extension of one hundred 
eighty (180) days in which to perform the repairs or replacement required in conjunction with the 
transfer of property by applying to the City for a time extension certificate. 

 

The time extension certificate request shall be submitted to the City with the required fee established 
pursuant to this article. Upon issuance of the time extension certificate, funds in the amount of Five 
Thousand and no/100 ($5,000.00) Dollars are to be posted into escrow. However, if the sewer lateral is 
longer than fifty (50′) feet, the Director may require funds in excess of Five Thousand and no/100 
($5,000.00) Dollars to be deposited in escrow. The Director shall determine the deposit amount for 
sewer laterals longer than fifty (50′) feet based on estimates received from licensed contractors to 
replace the entire length of the sewer lateral. Property owners are responsible for the full cost of lateral 
compliance with City requirements, which may exceed the deposit amount. Once the upper sewer 
lateral passes a verification test, funds will be released in accordance with escrow instructions. 

 

If the work is not completed within one hundred eighty (180) days of issuance of the time extension 
certificate, or does not meet the conditions required by this article, the escrow funds may be forfeited 
following a hearing, as appropriate, and the current property owner is subject to an enforcement action 
set forth in this article. The City will take possession of the forfeited escrow funds and the current 
property owner must demonstrate the compliance of their upper sewer lateral with this article prior to 
requesting that the City consider release of the forfeited funds, less the City's costs. After close of 



escrow, the current property owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with the lateral 
compliance. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.607. - Fees. 

The City Council may establish fees by resolution for administration of this title. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.608. - Appeals. 

(a)Requests for relief. Any person or entity who is unable to comply with the requirements of this article 
may file with the Director, a written request for relief within fifteen (15) days of becoming aware of their 
inability to comply, setting forth in detail the facts supporting the request. The request shall be acted 
upon by the Director within ten (10) days from the receipt of the request. The Director's decision shall 
be final.(b)Requests for reconsideration. Within thirty (30) days after the mailing of written notice of any 
decision, action or determination related to this article, any person or entity affected by the decision 
may file with the Director a written request for reconsideration, setting forth in detail the facts 
supporting the request. The request for reconsideration shall be acted upon by the Director within ten 
(10) days from the receipt of the request for reconsideration. The decision, action, or determination 
shall remain in effect during such period of review by the Director. The Director's decision shall be final. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.609. - Enforcement. 

The Director shall enforce the provisions of this article as provided herein. 

 

(a)Violations of this article include, but are not limited to:(1)Failure to obtain a compliance certificate 
when one is required;(2)Failure to post the required funds into an escrow account and perform the 
required work after receiving a time extension certificate;(3)Failure to comply with the City's 
requirements for repair and replacement testing;(4)Falsifying facts to obtain an exemption or 
compliance certificate; and/or(5)Presenting a false compliance certificate.(b)Enforcement.(1)When the 
Director finds that a person violates or threatens to violate the provisions of this article, the Director 
may notify the person in writing. The person will be required within thirty (30) days of the notification 
mailing date to submit for approval by the Director a detailed time schedule of specific action the person 
shall take in order to correct or prevent a violation of this article. The actions must be taken within sixty 



(60) days of submittal of the time schedule.(2)The Director has the authority to take enforcement 
actions against a person who violates the provisions of this article and fails to perform any act required 
in this article including, but not limited to imposing administrative fees, filing an injunction requiring the 
work to be done, and/or terminating water service, as provided for in Article 5 of this chapter. 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 

 

Sec. 6-13.610. - Emergencies. 

In the event of an emergency, City staff shall have the authority to temporarily suspend the 
requirements of this article until the next regular or special meeting of the City Council at which time a 
report shall be made. 

 

(§ 1(Exh. A), Ord. 784 C.S., eff. December 28, 2011) 


