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How will this library add economic benefit to Pacifica?  
 A modern, well-designed library in Pacifica will draw increased traffic to the Palmetto Avenue area, envisioned to become the City’s “Main Street”, and will bring more patrons to nearby businesses.    
Why build the library at the corner of Palmetto Ave. and Montecito Ave.?  
 This is a geographically central location in Pacifica. Since the City already owns the land, there is no additional expense to purchase a site for the new library. The lot size is sufficient for a building of up to 35,000 square feet. Developers interested in the Beach Boulevard site agree that the new library is very compatible with their visions for a hotel operation neighboring the library at the site, and there is potential for sharing some parking and infrastructure costs with the Beach Boulevard developers. The new library is also compatible with the vision for Palmetto Ave. as it grows into its role as Pacifica’s Main Street.  
What is the risk from effects of storm surges and sea level rise to the library 
site?  
 Impacts of possible flooding and other environmental issues were already analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report released in July 2013. The EIR concluded that the likelihood of inundation would be “very remote and is considered less than significant.”  In an abundance of caution, the City commissioned another study this year conducted by Moffatt & Nichol, which reached the same conclusion. A copy of the study can be found here: http://www.cityofpacifica.org/government/economic_development/hotelopp.asp   In addition, the sea wall south of the pier (built after the northern section of the sea wall and engineered differently) provides protection for the library site. Our Coast, Our Future, an organization that provides guidance for Bay Area planners and decision makers in combatting sea level rise, shows the site is not at risk for flooding in the next century, even during so-called 100-year storms – unless sea level rise exceeds 6 feet, which is outside the range of most predictions. In addition, Nancy Cave, district manager of the California Coastal Commission, expressed “…support for inclusion of a public library as part of the Beach Boulevard Redevelopment Project” in her letter to the City Manager dated November 20, 2015.  
Aren’t libraries becoming obsolete? 
 Actually, libraries are enjoying greater demand as they continue to evolve, offering more ways to gather information.  Today, modern libraries are digital knowledge centers that provide online resources, access to technology, and helpful staff to teach patrons how to navigate new electronic devices and resources.  Virtually all public libraries provide public access to computers and the Internet, accompanied by technology training.  This is particularly important as some 36 million American adults are in dire need of digital and literacy services.  With over 80 percent of job applications now completed online, the public library continues to be a tool and resource for residents.  
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